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Ps 4a Ln CIX. 27. 


That they may know that this is thy band ; 
that _ Lord, haſt done it. 


TCAH I S Pſalm, it's thought, was 
B 24 compos'd by David, when he 

=> was wraptupin difficulc, per- 
plexing Circumſtances, by the 
Faithlelsneſs and Cruelty of 
Saul and his Adherents. The 
greateſt part of the Pſalm is 
made up of Complaints, and ſuch Expreflions of 
Reſentment as are commonly thought to be dire&t 
and formal Imprecations. And nies they 
were ſuch, a Queſtion might ariſe, Whether they 
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were not innocent in thoſe days, when the Jews 
lived under a Law which ſome have thought per- 
mitted them to hate their Enemies, and conſe- 
quently allowed thera to call upon God to appear 
againſt cheir Enemies ; eſpecially ſuch Enemies as 
David now was lo grievouſly entangled by; men 
of that State, and of thole Fortunes, that they 
were out of the reach of ordinary Juſtice. Whac 
could be done in ſuch a caſe, but ro flee imme- 
diately to God, when there was no help from 
Man? Bur the candid Conſtruction of many Di- 
vines is, That David here did not Curſe, but Prc- 
pheſy : Noris it unuſual inthe Scripture, eſpeci- 
ally in the Book of Pſalms, for Predictions to run 
in the Form and Style of a Prayer: And if this 
be ſo, then David did not fo much expreſs his De- 
fires what ſhould befal his Enemies, as his Belief 
and Foreſight what he thought would befal 
them. 

The next part of this P/alm conſiſteth of hum- 
ble Praycrand Supplication ; the Sum whereof is, 
That God w®uld ſlave and deliver him out of his 
Troubles in ſuch a manner, as that all reaſonable 
men might be convinced it was God's own ſpecial 
Work; and that his Preſervation depended not 
upon blind Chance, or upon David's Conduct, 
Force, or Courage, how great ſoever his Fortitude 
was ; but upon the Particular Goodneſs, and Sig: 
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the K 1N 6 at St. James's. 3 
1e Jews nal Power of God himlelf ; That they may know that 
It per- this is thy hand ; that thou Lord haſt done it. 
conle- In diſcourſing upon this Subject, the Nature of 
Lppear it will lead me to thele Three Things: 

Uies as 

- men I. Firſt, To ſhew that there are ſome Acts of 

e they Providence ſo Signal and Remarkable, that in the 
What juIgment of all diſcerning men who believe a 
mme- Providence, they ought after a peculiar manner to 
from be aſcribed unto God as his own Handy-works, 
y Di- though done by the Co-operation of Subordinate 

: Pre- Caules. 

ſpeci- II. Secondly; T'o conſider what Acts of Provi- 
o run dence may be reaſonably look'd upon as ſuch ; or 
if this by what Signs and Marks we may diſcern the ſpe- 

s De- cial Hand of God in them. 5 

Belief Hl. And then in the Third place, To draw 
befal down this Conſideration ſo as to render it Pra- 

cical, 

hum- 

of is, [. Thar there are ſome Acts of Providente fo 
of his Signal and Remarkable, that in the judgmegt of 
nable all diſcerning men who believe a Providencg, they 
pecial ought after a peculiar manner to be aſcribed unto 

| not God, as the Works of his own Hands, though done : 
duct, by the Co-operation of Subordinate Cates. L do: © 
itude n-t now peak of Miracles. For maby*Effects'+ 
| Sig- ay be wrought, and in former Ages Hoe-bagg 
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wrought, which either as to the nature of them, 
or as to the manner of their production, ſurpaſs 
all the Power of Created Beings : And that ſuch 
Effects are to be aſcribed to God's own immedi- 
ate Hand, no queſtion can be made by thoſe who 
believe that ſuch Extraordinary Works have been 
done. But the ordinary way of God in his Go- 
vernment of the World, eſpecially in governing 
Human Actions and the Iſſues of them, is to ule 
the Concurrence of Inferior Agents : And when 
not only mens Faculties of Acting are preſerved, 
but moreover their Natural Powers are ſo influ- 
enc'dand rais'd, their Deſigns are ſo order'd, their 
Actions are ſo direCted, and Events are {o brought 
about, that Wiſe and Great Things are done atter 
a Stupendious and Amazing Manner ; then are 
they to be accounted the Works of God's own 
Hand, whatever Inſtruments he made uſe of : In 
thoſe caſes the Glory of all muſt be given unto 
God; and we muſt ſay as the Devout P/almiſt did, 
This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous m our eyes. 

Indeed we live in an Age when ſome are ready 
to ſcoff at Providence. But if God were not wont 
Ggnally to interpoſe, and remarkably to intereſt 
himſelf in Human Aﬀairs, what reaſon could 
David have had for his Prayer, that God would 
adjuſt the whole Cauſe between him and Saul, fo 
that his Deliverance from bim might be acknow- 
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ledg'd by his very Enemies to come from God's 
own hand ; and that God did it, whatever it was 
that David had done himſelf, or his Forces for 
him ? 

Or what reaſon could he bave had for that Re- 
queſt, Pal. 86. 17. Shew me a token for good, that 
they which hate me may ſee it, and he aſham'd, becauſe 
thou, Lord, haſt holpen me, aud comforted me ? 

Or, laſtly, What reaſon could there be for 
thoſe Exprefiions, Pal. 58. 10, 11. The righteous 

ball rejoice when he ſeeth the vengeance, ſo that a man 
ſhall ſay, Verily there is a reward for the righteous ; 
doubtleſs there is a God that judgeth in the earth ? 

Of theſe and the like Paſſages in Scripture, no 
tolerable Conſtruction can be given, if it be not 
granted, That in ſome ſpecial caſes, however 
ſubordinate Agents do move, the Hand of God 
in guiding and direRting their motions, is ſo plain 
andevident, that men of ordinary underſtandings 
may eaſly obſerve and take notice of it, if they 
will dot ſhur their eyes; and that God's Provi- 
dence in making Examiples of iome, and in pro- 
reting and delivering others, is ſometimes ſo par- 
ticularly remarkable and wonderful, that every 
one who will uſe his own Reaſon, cannot bur 
diſcover the Hand of God, if he be perſuaded of 
the Being of a Deity, and that there are Opera- 
tions of Providence in the World. 

But 
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Bur the truth 15, 'tis a very hard matter to con: 
vince {ome people of this; becauſe they do no! 
in thele days ſee with open eyes luch ſenſible, ſuch 
miraculous Tokens of God's Hand, as he ſhewed in 
the days of old, in his Oeconomy and Diſpenſa- 
tions towards the Jews. The Strokes of Moſes: his 
Rodin Egypt, the caſting up of the Waters into 

| ſolid Banks, ſo that the People paſs'd through the 
Sea dry-ſhod; theſe and many more Miracles did 
very deeply affe&t the outward Senſes of men: 
And by realon there are not now ſuch ſenſible 
Operations, ſuch viſible Miracles, ſome who are 
very fond of their Natural Senſes, renounce the 
belief of a Supernatural Power; others , that 
cannot be ſo hardy as to deny God's Exiſtence, are 
ready to queſtion his Providence and Superinten- 
dency, eſpecially over Human Actions; and ma- 
ny of us are apt to ſet too mean and low a Rate 
upon the Mercies of God ; nor are the generality 
of men lo thankful for them as they ought to be ; 
and all this becaule they do not lo ſenſibly perceive 
the Hand of God, as the Jews did. 

Now theſe men do not rightly conſider, that 
there is a great difference between the Jew!/h State 
and ours, and conſequently that it is fic for the Di- 
vine Providence to be different as to its Quality 
2nd Manner of Acting, The Jews were a dull, 
ſtupid, carnal People; and God being to form 
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them intoa Commonwealth of his own, and in- 
tending to found his peculiar Government and 
Dominion over them; to make them before-hand 
throughly ſenſible of his ſpecial Care of them and 
Goodneſs towards them, did moſt wiſely in doing 
ſuch Miracles before their eyes, as rendred the 
Belief of his Providence unqueſtionable; and by 
thoſe extraordinary Works, which were fo evident 
and obvious to their outward ſenſes, they were ir- 
reſiſtibly led onto believe all God's Gracious De- 
clarations; to hope and truſt in him, and to de- 
pend upon his Providence continually, But now 
the caſe between God and us doth not ſtand atter 
this manner, becauſe there has been already a ſuf- 
ficiency of Miracles to bear witnels to his Provi- 
dence ; ſo that there is no need of more for our 
Conviction ; and therefore it would be unreaſona- 
ble for us to expect Miracles, properly and ſtric- 
iylo called; that is, Works done, as they were of 
old, either without the Ute, or beyond the 
Power of Natural Cauſes. There is not the ſame 
reaſon for God now to ſhew his hand by ſuch Acts 
of Omnipotence, There is not the ſame reaſon 
now for God to exerciſe his Almighty Power by. 
Signs and Wonders of that highnature, to demon 
itrate his Providence, becauſe Demonſtrations 
enough have been given of tharalready. Beſides, 
tne old, Carnal Policy of the Jews 1s now changed 
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into a Government of a Spiritual Nature, adn 
niſtred immediately , but after an inviſible ma 
ner, by Je{us Chriſt: Whoſe Exaltation unto t 
Right Hand of his Father, and whoſe Power 
judging the quick and dead is of it ſelf alone: 
abundant Proof of a Providence; becauſe 
would be impoſſible for him to judge the wor 
righteouſly in the next life, or to ſuccour and pr 
tet his Church in this, without a Providence 
that is, unleſs he did obſerve the Aﬀtions of me 
and intereſt himſelf in the Afﬀairs of the Worl 
In ſhort, Miracles are not neceſſary in theſe da 
co atteſt the Divine Providence; and therefo 
we muſt not expect to ſee the Hand of God in (ut 
Supernatural Operations. 

However, God hath not (hut himſelf out \ 
the World : Though Miracles are ceas'd, yer h 
watchful Care of us doth never fail. Nor will 
follow, that there are no ſpecial Acts of Pro 
dence, becauſe we ſee not thoſe Tokens and Sig] 
from Heaven, which the Children of 7ſrael fav 
[c is one thing to Govern the World, and anoth 
thing to make the World ſenſible of it by Ocul: 
Evidence. The Chriſtian Church is under a Sp 
ritual Politv ; and God doth uſe his Power no 
as eſhcaciouſly as ever, tho after a more lecret an 
inſenſible manner. And hence it follows, that ch 
Hand of God may be, and is in many Events, ; 
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they benot in a ſtriftlenfe Miraculous. Tho they 
be brought about by the miniſtry of Second Cau- 
ſes, yet are they Effets of God's Special Provi- 
dence, becaule his own Hand doth direct and go- 
vern their Cauſality after a Special, Stupendious, 
and Amazing Manner, 


[1I. Now that we may be always the more 
Thankful to God for ſuch Signal Inſtances of his 
Providence, it concerns us in the Second Place to 
conſider, What Acts of Providence may be rea- 
{onably counted his own Handy- works, tho done 
by the Co-operation of Inferior Agents ; or by 
what Signs and Marks we may diſcern che Special 
Hand of God in them. 

And here we muſt be very careful how we in- 
terpret Events at every turn, lelt we aſcribe unto 
God ſome things which he hath no ſpecial hand 
in ; and which the Paſſions, Prejudices, and Fan- 
cies of unwary people are wont to enticle that 
Wile and Holy Being unto, without ſufficient or 
juſt grounds. Some things he only Permits ; as the 
Sins and Wickedneſſes men do ; wherein God hath 
no more an hand,than in upholding the Faculties of 
Human Nature, as he upholds the Powers of all 


other Beings in the world. Some things he 4p- 
points and Orders ; as the Evils men Suffer, and 
chiefly the Good they Enjoy. And that we may 
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rightly judge what Good that Tranſcendenr Being 
hath a Signal Hand 1n, this general Rule, conceive, 
is very neceſlury ; namely, That we atrentively 
obſerve in every Event, what Evidences there are 
of Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs. For theſe 
are God's own Perfte&ions ; and the more of them 
we lee in any Event, the more of God we ſee in 
it; that is, when a Wiſe and Good Event is pow- 
erfully and effectually broughe to pals, we may 
then know, That it is God's hand, and that God hath 
done tt. 

Now if we apply this general Rule to particu- 
lar Caſes, methinks all reaſonable and diſcerning 
men may plainly ſee the Marks of God's Hand, or 
the Evidences of his Wiidom, Power, and Good- 
neſs, in theſe Four Caſes ; not to mention any 
more. 1. When a Great and Important Good is 
done ; eſpecially if it be done ſurprizinely. 
2. When a Great Good is done at a very Critical 
Junfture. 3. When itis done by a Train and Se- 
ries of Unexpected Accidents. 4. When Evil De- 
ſigns are ſo powerfully over-ruled, as to be made 
the Inſtruments and Means of Good. 

1. Firſt, We may reaſonably look upon it as 
God's Hand, when a Great and Important Good 1s 
done ; eſpecially when it is done after a {urprizing 
manner. By agreat and important Good, I mean 
that which is highly valuable in it ſeit ; as the Pre- 
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ſervation of the True Religion, and of mens 
Lives. and Fortunes; and that too which is of 

reat Importance to 2 whole Community, a 
Church or State. Such a Good is a moſt worthy 
Object of God's ſpecial Providence ; moſt be- 
coming God to do: For if it becomes him to 
provide for the Private Good of Particular Per- 
ſons, much rather doth it become him to provide 
for the Publick Good of a whole People profet- 
ſing his Religion. This is the moſt important 
Good ; and God's way is to adapr his Providence 
in proportion to the Worth and Value of the Ob- 
jet which his Care is converſant abour ; ſo that 
as things differ in their Rate or Eſtimation, fo is 
God's Care lower or higher in its degrees, leſs or 
more ſignal. This appears from our Saviour's 
Words to his Diſciples about their relying upon 
God for their Food and Raiment : Ts not life more 
than meat, and the body than raiment * And, Are not 
Je much better than the fowls of the air? And again, 
Are not ye of more value than many ſparrows * Where 
che ſtreſs of our Lord's own Argument lyeth in 
this, That the Meaſures of the Divine Providence 
are ſuitable to the Nature and Value of Things. 
To the ordinary Parts of the Creation it is extend- 
ed in an ordinary meaſure; *tis particular over 
men, and more particular over thoſe men who 
work the Works of God, becauſe they are beter, 
C 2 : more 
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more valuable, more uleful than others. And 
hence it follows, thatif the ſpecial Providence of 
God be concern'd for this and that Man in parti- 
cular, it muſt be concern'd in a very high and 
eminent degree for a whole Reiigious Communi- 
ty, becauſe the reaſons are ſtill the greater and 
ſtronger ; a whole Nation being of far more va- 
lue than a few Individuals. So that when a Great 
Good is done to a Kingdom ; when the True 
Faith is preſerved in a Nation ; and when the For- 
tunes and Lives of a People are Providentially ſe- 
cured ( all whichare things of che higheſt value ) 
It is reaſonable to conclude, That there was the 
Hand of God; eſpecially if that Great Good 
was wrought by unforeſeen and unexpeQed 
means. 

This was the Caſe of all the Jews in the Reign 
of Abaſuerus, when that Haughty and Bloody 
Miniſter of State, Haman, upon adviſing with his 
Friends, was reſolved to ger Mordeca! hanged the 
very next day, as he had before ſent our Orders 
under the King's Seal, for the utter Deſtruction of 
ail the Jews throughout One hundred twenty {even 
Provinces , upon- the Thirtceath Day of the 
Month Adar. Here was a Total Extirpation of 
God's People intended, and with them the Extirs 
pation of God's Faith and Worſhip that had been 
eftabliſh'd among them. And yet on a _ 
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the King's Mind was changed, and the Execution 
of the whole matter was iirangely prevented, by 
the wile lnterceſſion of Queen Eſther at a Banquer. 
The Interceſſion was hers; but the Hand of God 
was over her, and over the King's heart, and over 
the whole affair: And to ſhew his hand, whac 
an unexpected, wonderful courſe did God take to 
preſcrve his People? Abaſuerus could not f1.-p the 
night before poor Mordecai was deftin'd by Faman 
ro be facrific'd, tho 4haſuerus knew nothing then of 
Haman's Intentions. God held the King's eyes 
waking : Thar occaſion'd him to call for the Pub- 
lick Records: In them he diſcover'd that Mordecat 
had done him very eminent Service; and finding 
that he had not been rewarded, the King order'd 
him, inſtead of being hang'd, to be exalted with 
Honour ; and ſo Haman, the great Contriver of 
M.ſchief, fell. This was an Accident which fleſh 
and blood could not have dream'd of; and that 
which ſoon introduc'd a change of the whole 
Scene: For Queen Eſther was heard ; her Requelt 
for her People was granted; the Letters for their 
Deſtruction were reverſed ; Mordecai was advan- 
ced; Haman himlelt was hanged ; the Jewsevery 
where were allowed to ſ]iy their Enemies ; and 
ſo their Deliverance was wrought ; and all this by 
unexpected means ; by the Diverſions of a Ban» 


quet, and by the loſs of a few hours Sleep, A Great 
' and 


———— 


14 A Sermon Preach'd before 


and Important Good indeed, and that which was 
a plain Manifeſtation of the great Wiſdom , 
Goodneſs, and Power of God, working with his 
Secret Hand afcer chat wond:rtul manner. 

2. Secondly, We may realonably look upon it 
as a Mark of God's Hand, when a Great Good is 
doneat a very Critical Junfture. Calamities are not 
always foreleen ; and when they are diſcovered 
it is not alwaysin Human Power to avoid them); 
and then iris a very Cri:ical Seaſon, when Dan- 
gers are not only apparent, but imminent and ex- 
treme-; when Deſtruction is jult coming on ; 
when Preparations are a* the height, and the Blow 
15 ready to be given. Such a diſconſolate, ama- 
Zing condition Jews and Chriſtians have been often 
in ; ſo that to human appearance no door of 
hope hath been open, no way left for Innocence 
to eſcape. Now when in ſuch a caſe a ſurprizing 
Deliverance happ:ns, and ſuch extraordinary 
Events fall out, as work that Deliverance beyond 
mens expeRations, they carry wich them Tokens 
of an Over ruling Hand, and are arguments of 
Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, arm'd with un- 
controulable Power ; eſpecially when the Evils 
that were ready to come to pals, were not ap- 
prehended or thought of ; as commonly it hath 
happened. For lo credulous are people of ſimple 
minds, and ſo ſhort-ſighted are thoſe whoſe buſ1- 
neſs 
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neſs doth not lye in Intrigning, ( and the world 
is for the molt parc made up of ſuch) thar itis 
uſual for people to be lull'd afleep, and to reſt 
confident of their Peace and Safety, little dream- 
ing of Snares and Death by their Bed fides. They 
who are dextrous at miſchief never care that the 
Dangers they are contriving ſhould appear with 
a grim and open face, to awaken mea out of their 
ſecurity till it be our of their power to keep the 
Enemy off, and to eſcape from him. In ſuch Ex- 
tremities it is the work of God to lay to hishand ; 
and when an happy Turn of Aﬀairs doth enſue, 
it isto all chin&ing men who own a Providence a 
plain ſign of an All-ſeeiag and Almighty Super- 
intendent, who watcheth over people day and 
nizhe, and without whoſe Wildom, Goodneſs, 
and Power, a Reſcue would be impoſſible tor 
them , when evil deſigns are once ripe. and the 
Pit perfectly prepar'd to receive them. Thus is a 
olorions Evidence of God's own hand; becauſe 
none bur that Omniſcient Being can diſcern the 
whole Seriesof Contrivances from che beginning 
to the end , and 502e bur thar Beniga and Poy- 
erful Beiag can d:{h rhein into noching, and fave 
his poor Creatures; as he did the ews, when the 
Sentence of their Deſtruction was now ſeaid ; 
and as he did Mordeciii, when the Gallows was juſt 
going to be ix'd ; ad as he did Ifaac, when the 
Fire 
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Fire and the Wood was ready, the Knife drawn, 
and A4brahim's hand ſtretched out; and ( to come 
home ) as he once {aved King and Parliament 
here, when the Match was juſt ready for the 
Powder. It 1s the peculiar Pertetioa and Glory 
of God, thar he is privy to all the jntentions of 
the heart; that he ſpieth out all the firſt forma- 
tions of rmiichiet ; that he obſerves all the moti- 
ons of cruel and blood-thirſty men ; that his Eye 

ocs along with the whole track of their deſigns ; 
chat he is able, when he pleaſerh, to prevent the 
Calamicous Conlequents of them; and that he 
knoweth the time when it is fitteſt for him to in- 
rerpoſe, and to gain himſelf Honour, as he did 
upon Pharaoh when he and his Hoſt were in the 
midſt of the Sea. And when a Deliverance comes 
at ſuch a Critical Junure, in which Death and 
Ruin follow men cloſe at heels, ſo that of ne- 
ceflity there muſt be either Salvation to day, ot 
Deſtruftion to morrow, it is ſomewhat beyond 
the hardneſs even of an Egyptian, not to be ſenſt- 
ble that there the Hand of God fighteth. 

3. It is a ſign of God's Hand, when a Great 
Good is done by a Train and Series of unfortunate 
Accidents. For this we need no other Inſtance but 
that of Joſeph. What a long Series of Providen- 
ces did he go through, which no creatures could 


any more foreſee, than they could foreſee the 
End, 
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End, which God: had an eye upon throughout 
all. God had promiſed Abraham's Poſterity the 
Land of Canaan, and thought fit to tranſplanc 
them firſt into the Land of Egypt, there to grow 
and increaſe into a Numerous Nation, fo that they 
might come to the Poſleſſiion of the Promiſed 
Land all at once, in a great Body, and after a 
plain, remarkable manner. To make way for 
their Reception in Ezypt, Joſeph was to be ſent 
thither before-hand to get all the Power of the 
Kingdom under Pharaoh. In order to this, firſt he 
dreamed two Dreams, importing that his Father 
and his Brethren ſhould bow dowa themſelves to 
him. To remove him from home he was ſent 
away into the Field to fee his Brethren. They con- 
{ulced there how chey might uſe that opportunity 
to rid themſelves of the Dreamer ; and would 
have kill 'd him, had not Reaben prevented ic. He 
adviſed to caſt him into a Pit, and there to leave 


\ him to the mercy of ſome wild Beaſt ; bur the 


Iſhmaelites coming accidentally that way, they ſold 
him to thoſe Merchants; and they again made 
Money of him in Zzypt. There one of Pharaoh's 
Othcers bought him ; his Miſtrels fell in Love 
with him; and being diſappointed in her Amours, 
became the means of his being caſt into Priſon. 
Thence art laſt he was advanced by interpreting 
lame Dreams, firſt che Butler's, and then the 
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King's. Joſeph being now in Power, a Famine is ſe 
into the Land of Canaan. That forced his Kindr 
to repair into Egypt, and fo his Brethren fell in! 
Foſepb's hands, as he had fallen into their han 
before. By degrees they became known to ot 
another ; and 1n the end their poor, aged Fathe 
and all his Family were ſent for, and cherith'c 
and fo they multiplied exceedingly, till the tin 
of the Promiſe drew near. What a Train « 
ſtrange Events was in all this matter ? Joſeph obſe 
ved how the Hand of God was in it all ; an 
had he not told his Brethren ſo, they muſt of then 
ſelves have acknowledg'd that ſuch a long, cor 
tinued ſucceſſion of odd Events, all of them te 
minating at laſt ſo wonderfully in ſo great 
Good, could never have been ſo order'd , gc 
vern'd, directed, and ended, but by the ſpeci: 
Providence of a Wiſe, Gracious, and Over-rulin 
Being. 

Bur the Jews have not been the only People fc 
whom the Hand of God hath appear'd. Othe 
Nations, and eſpecially We of this Kingdon 
have wich Admiration ſeen it act for us by a lon 
Concatcnartion of Events, which no Humsz 
Wiſdom could forecaſt or think of. How ma 
Vi-iffitudes and Changes have we ſeen 2 Wh 
Difficulties and Perplexities have we been {t 
rounded with 2 What Labyrinths and Pits ha 
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we been in 2 How dark and myſterious have ma- 
ny proceedings ſcem'd 2 How difmally have they 
look'd and operated 2 How deeply have we been 
affected with the ſenſe of thern 2 What Groans 
have we lentup to the God of Comfort under our 
burdens ; not able to gueſs where or how they 
would end; and yet what fſurprizing Joys and 
Triumphs have they ended in? Which is enough 
to ſatisfy all conſidering men, that throughout a 
long courſe (a ſeemiagly incoherent courſe ) of 
affairs, an Invilible and Wiſe Hand diſpos'd and 
order'd all ; and brought every thing to ſuch a 
Proſperous Iflue, as caanot be juſtly aſcribed ro 
any thing but a Divine Power, Wiſdom , and 
Goodneſs. 

4. Laſtly, It may reaſonably be thought to be 
the Hand of God, when Eyil Deſizns are ſo 
ſtrangely over-ruld, as to be made the Inſtruments 
and Means of Good. In this there is a double de- 
monſtration of God's Hand, and of his Divine 
and Glorious Perfe&tions ; when wicked Contri- 
vances are not only fruſtrated, baffled, and defeat- 
ed, but are moreover diverted and turned to ends 
quite diſtant from, nay, contrary unto the purpo- 
ies o: evil men, This is plainly a troke from 
above; when their Deſigns recoil upon them- 
{elves, ſo that what was formed and laid for the 
rin of others, at laſt terminates in their own. 
D 2 It 
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It wasa glorious ſign of God's Special Providence, 
which David obſerved in the Fall of his and the 
Church's Enemies ; "That as they had made a pit, and 
dizged it, 1o they fell into the ditch they had made ; that 
their miſchief returned upon their own beads, and their 
violent dealings came down upon their own pates ; that 
in the net which they had hid, ther own feet were taken ; 
and that they were ſnared in the works of their own 
hands. An Obſervation which we our {elves have 
to our great ſatisfation ſeen lately verified here 
in this Kingdom ; our bittereſt Enemies have 
ruined themſelves by their own Devices ; and 
their Countels have been ſo wonderfully and pro 
videntially over-rul'd,and even when they thought 
themſelves ſure of Succeſs, that what was Poli- 
tickly laid for the deſtruion of Truth, Peace, 
and good Government, in the Event proyd an 
effeQual means to fix all upon the firmer Foun- 
dation ; the Contrivers themſelves going off with 
viſible Marks of Divine Vengeance upon them. 


HI. And now to come to that which I propos'd 
in the Third Place, What better Improvement 
can we make of this whole Subject, than ſeriouſly 
ro refle& upon that Signal Hand which from time 
to time God hath ſhewed for this Church and 
Kingdom ; and impartially to conſider what 


Expreſliions of Thankfulneſs are called for at Our 
| : | hands, 
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hands, who have been ſo long and ſo deeply in- 
debted to the Hand of God? Particularly, how 
thankful to him ſhould we be, for ſaving us hi- 
therto from the Hand and Power of a Foreign 
Prince, of whoſe Cruelties many of his own Na- 
tural Subjects are a diſmal Cloud of Wirnefſles. 
Scepticks may be unwilling to ſce and own it ; but 
all indifferent perſons who have a ſenile of God, 
muſt look upon it as God's Hand, upon all chote 

accounts I have now ſpoken of. For, 
1, Nothing buta Special Providence, directing 
and bleſſing the Means of our Safety, could have 
relerv'd to us all that is fo dear and precious in 
our fight: Thoſe Fortunes whereby we live ; 
that Liberty which enhanceth the value of Life ir 
ſelf; thoſe Laws which are the peculiar Glory of 
this Nation, and that Religion wherein is wrapt 
up the Eternal Intereſt and Happinels of our Sculs. 
How light foever ſome may make of this Conſi- 
deration, ( for no other reaſon, but becauſe we 
have not ſeverely ſmarted under the Evils that 
were coming upon us) yet our Dangers were 
apparent ; Dangers to which all our deareſt and 
moſt yaluable Concerns were exn9s'd ; and the 
Signal Prelervation of them ought on that ac- 
count: to be look'd on as an argumi-nt of God'; 
Hand, to which ſo Great and Important a Good 

is to be aſcribed, 
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2. Toraiſe the lenle of it yet, we ſhould con 
ſider at what a Critical Jun&ure this Good wa: 
done. At thar nice ſeaſon, when an unprovided, 
defenceleſs People were to wreſtle with a moſl 
Potent Enemy ; when his Hopes were at the 
height; when the Victory ſeem'd to him unque- 
ſtionable ; and we look'd like men almoſt capti- 
vated at Home 1n our own Native Countrey, 
In this our diltreſs God that laughed all the Hea- 
then to ſcorn, did with the Turn of his Hand 
break and diflipace the Cloud, which hung low: 
ring over our heads ; and that ſo ſuddenly and 
beyond expectation, that We, and our Enemies 
too, were like thoſe that dream, and could ſcarce be- 
lieve our own ſenſes, 

3. Thirdly, if we oblerve how one thing fol- 
lowed another, we may well admire the Special 
Providence of God through a continued Train 
and Couile of unforeſeen Events; whereof, tho 
ſome ſeemed very threatning for the time, yet the 
moſt uncomfortable accidents have now turn'd to 
our great advantage. How long ſtill God will 
pleaſe to vouchſafe his hand over us, 1s a Secret hid 
in the Counſel of his own Will. Succeſs for the 
furure depends much upon the uſe we make of his 
Providence to this day. It we will not be ſenſible 
of his Hand, nor be thankful for ir, nor be led 
by it toRepentance, we know not how ſoon thoſe 
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Judgments may be executed againſt us, which 
were often denounced againſt the Jews for their 
Hardnels and Ingraticude 1a the like cafes. How- 
ever we may be wanting to our ſelves, the hand 
of God hath not been wanting. Since the time 
that the Day of our Salvation began to dawn, 
tho there have been ſo many Difficulties before 
us, yet by the good Hand of God the main Inte- 
reſt of the Kingdom hath ſo proſperouſly gone on, 
that every day we have the ſtronger realons to 
hope, That God will not only fave us irom the 
Power of that Oppreſſlor who hath been ſuch a 
Scourge to Chriſtendom, but will moreover fectle us 
upon fuci {olid Foundations, that neither the Po- 
licy of Rome nor the Gates of Hell ſhail prevail 
againſt us. The preſent Complication of Afﬀairs 
is ſuch, that the Hand of God is not hard co be 
ieen by unprejudicd people, who believe the 
Being of a Deity, and the Operations of a Provi- 
dence. 

4: And what can be a fairer evidence of it to 
ſtrengthen our belief till, than this Fourth Con- 
ftderation, That the Devices of our Enemics are 
not only rendred ineffectual, but are after a moſt 
wonderful manner turned upon themſfclycs ? 
Thole Arts which had been fo long uſed ayainſt 
our Eitabliſh'd Religion, did fo return vpon the 
Authors of them , that perhaps the Church of 
Rome 
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. Rome never {uffer'd greater Diſgrace and Prejip 


than ſhe did in that lictle time ſhe ftay'd ke 
And when a Strong Wind carried her Politic 
away to their Homes abroad, they went off y 
ſuch Infamy, as if God intended to. [tigmarize : 
brand them , that they might be diſdain'd : 
hooted at by all che world. 

That Good, Over-ruling Hand which God 1 
pleaſed ro ſtretch out for us in and fince that | 
markabie JunEture, he hath nor yet drawn b 
into his _—_— Still ic may be leen in the Hap 
Succeſſes which God hath granted unto, and 
the Signal Preſervations wherewith he bach ble! 
our moſt Heroick, Publick-Spirited, and Indef; 
gably-Zealous Prince, whom he thought fir 
make uſe of as the moſt proper Inftrument in 
Hand, to Reſcue Three Kingdoms from Vaſlal: 
and Idolatry. For all which, Not unto us, O Lo 
not unto us, but unto thy name let all Praiſe and Tha 
be given, thy ough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, To who 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all 


nour and Glory, world wichout end. Amen, 
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PraCtical Diſcourſe concerning Holineſs, Wher 

A is ſhewed the Nature, the Poſſibility, the Degre 

and Neceſlity of Holineſs ; together with the Means 
Acquiring and PerfeQing it. By Edward Pellizg, D.D. 
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